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Welcome! Mabuhay! Bienvenidos!
We welcome you in the name of the still speaking God!

We invite all guests to please PRINT their name and contact info
on the “Information Card” in the pew rack and place the card
in the offering plate. Anyone with a prayer request,
please put it on the “Information Card”
and place it in the offering plate.

If you need assistance, please ask our Greeters.

Church Staff and Contact List
(619) 422-9263
www.chulavistachurch.com
Email: churchsecretary(@chulavistachurch.com
Rev. Victoria Freiheit- Senior Minister
Lionel Jasmin- Minister of Music
Kim Appleget- Pre-school Director
Erika Dennis- Prayer Chain Coordinator
Sylvia Campbell- Event Coordinator
Corinne McCall- Financial Secretary
Pelito Capistrano- Custodian
Louise Lopez- Office Secretary
Audio Visual Team- Kevin Hewitt, Ko Tangen, Jerry May
Rod Nickels- Associate Custodian
Nathan Purificacion- Moderator
Chris Dunn- Coffee Hour
Reuben Barrera- Head Usher
Loren Sanchez -Nursery Attendant
Eygiel Balinski -Nursery Attendant

Greeters: Norma & Tracy Brainard
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Community Congregational Church of Chula Vista
United Church of Christ
December 1, 2024
First Sunday of Advent

Thought Before Worship O God of such infinite tenderness and constant
faithfulness, you give us longer nights, a gentle chill and this special time of
Advent, thank you. Amen

Lighting of the Candles
Prelude: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia
Gathering Music: 1. Lord I lift your name on high

2. Go tell it on the Mountain (Chorus only)
3. It's a great day

Welcome and Announcements: Rev. Victoria Freiheit
Opening Prayer: Rev. Victoria
*Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Red p.168 all verses
Liturgist: Sandra Nunnally
Call to Worship: (Responsively) Sandra Nunnally
One: Awake from sleep.
All: Raise weary bodies.
One: Light a candle in the cold and dark.
All: One candle to chase away the night

and herald the coming light.
One: This is the time for readying the heart.
All: This is the day for steps toward the stable.

Hymn:  All Earth is waiting NCH p.121, 1 verse in Spanish, 2 verses in English

* Please stand if you are able



The Meaning of the Advent Candles Rev. Victoria

Five simple candles tell the meaning of Christ's birth and the reasons God sent His
only Son to the earth. . .On this first Sunday of Advent we light the candle of Hope. In
the coming weeks we will light the candles of Peace, Joy and Love. And finally, the
candle of Christ to remind us of the reason we rejoice and celebrate the Christmas
season.

Lighting of the Advent Candle: The Purificacion Family
Today we light the candle of Hope to remind us of the prophets' words and the
promises they shared with all those who heard. Amen.

Choir anthem: Waiting words and music by Pepper Choplin

Children's Time: Rev. Victoria
Scripture: included in sermon Rev. Victoria
Sermon: God Uses Mistakes Rev. Victoria
Prayers of the People, Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer Rev. Victoria
COMMUNION Rev. Victoria
God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God most High.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, our loving creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we
thank you for your constant love for all you have made.

We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith in every generation
who have given themselves to your will, and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent from your own being as our Savior.

We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth of
your church for its mission in the world. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit,
we offer ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire family of your faithful
people everywhere:

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory,
O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna
in the highest!



CONFESSION Sandra Nunnally
How hard it is to wait for you, O God. We long for the stillness of a holy night, we
eagerly want to feel again the radiant joy of your birth. And we want peace on
earth. Teach us to wait hopefully and expectantly. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we recall anew these words and acts of
Jesus Christ. Now, as they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave you thanks, broke the
bread, and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body which is broken for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after supper
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you do it, in
remembrance of me.”

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

Come Holy Spirit, come. Bless this bread, and this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in
our eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may recognize
the risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died. The gifts of
God for the people of God. Come, for all things are ready.

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP Rev. Victoria

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Sandra Nunnally
We give thanks Almighty God that you have refreshed us at your table by granting
us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one
another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Call to Offering: (Unison) Sandra Nunnally
Let us give as each is able, according to the blessings God has given each of us.
Amen.

Offertory: Jesus, What A Wonderful Child  Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia
an African American carol

*Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.



Prayer of Dedication: (Unison) Sandra Nunnally
Gracious God, we thank you for this season of carols and gifts, and for your most
precious gift of Jesus, We offer you our lives and these gifts, our hopes and plans,
our work and our play. May love and justice blossom from our gifts. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Of the Father's Love Begotten Red p.172 all verses

*Benediction: Rev. Victoria

Form a circle  Let there be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Maker, All one Family.

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment, and live each moment

In peace eternally,

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.

Postlude: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia

Announcements
WE WELCOME YOU to the Community Congregational Church, United Church of Christ.
To our visitors we extend a special greeting. We are delighted that you have joined us today.
Please sign the information card and let us know if you need prayers.

SCHEDULE FOR TODAY
December 1%t — First Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM  Worship Service
10:30 AM  Coffee Fellowship
TUESDAY December 3"
5:00 PM  American Youth - Bradley Hall
7:00 PM  AA Top of the Hill — Lounge

THURSDAY December 5t

7:00 PM Choir Practice in Choir Room
FRIDAY December 6

10:00 AM  Bible Study meets in Lounge
SUNDAY December 8- 2" Sunday of Advent

9:30 AM  Worship Service
10:30 AM  Coffee Fellowship

License Information: CCLI copyright 333721; CCLI Streaming Plus 21163271; ONE LICENSE A-740614



Dios usa los errores
El Adviento es un buen momento para recordar algunos errores que hemos cometido en nuestras vidas y ver
como Dios los us6. Hay muchas historias en la Biblia sobre como Dios usa los errores de las personas; historias
divertidas y fabulosas, en realidad.

Algunas de nuestras historias favoritas tienen que ver con errores, como Jonas en la ballena. O como dice una
version mas reciente de la Biblia, “un gran pez”. Si hubiera hecho lo que Dios le orden6 en primer lugar, nunca
habria tenido esa pequefia aventura. Recuerde, Dios le dijo que fuera a Ninive: Jonas 1:1Entonces vino palabra
de Jehova a Jonas, hijo de Amitai, diciendo: Levantate y ve a Ninive, aquella gran ciudad, y pregona contra ella,
porque su maldad ha subido hasta mi presencia”. jPero Jonas no quiso!

En cambio, tomd un barco para ir a Tarsis; el v. 3 dice “para alejarse de la presencia de Jehova”. Pero el Sefior
hizo estallar un gran viento en el mar, y se desaté una tempestad tan grande que el barco estaba a punto de
partirse. Ya conocen la historia: Jonas se fue por la borda y fue tragado. Finalmente recobrd el sentido y oro, y
Dios le respondio (v. 2:10): “Y el Sefior le dijo al pez, y éste vomitd a Jonds en tierra”. ; Cémo utilizo Dios este
error de Jonas?

Bueno, Jonas fue a Ninive e hizo lo que Dios le ordend. ;Y adivinen qué? El capitulo 3 dice: “Y los habitantes
de Ninive creyeron a Dios. Incluso su rey proclamé y publico en Ninive estas palabras: “Por decreto del rey y
de sus nobles: que cada uno se vuelva de su mal camino; ;quién sabe si Dios se arrepienta y se aparte del ardor
de su ira, y no perezcamos?”. Asi que Dios utiliz6 a Jonas, y perdond su error, y perdond a los habitantes de
Ninive, y les permitio vivir.

Otra historia de error biblico es la de Eva en el Jardin del Edén, escuchando lo que la serpiente (Satanas) le dijo,
aunque ella sabia que Dios le habia dicho que no comiera del fruto del arbol del conocimiento del bien y del
mal. Si, sabemos que Adan aceptd y comid también, y como Adan dijo: “La mujer que me diste, ella me dio del
fruto del arbol, y yo comi”. ;Suena eso como si Adan estuviera culpando a Dios por haberle dado esa mujer?
“La mujer que me diste”. jJa!

(Como usod Dios estos grandes errores? Finalmente, después de muchos miles de afios, de mas y mas errores (;,0
deberiamos usar la palabra pecado?), Dios envi6 a Jesus, su Hijo unigénito, para que todo aquel que crea en ¢l
no se pierda, mas tenga vida eterna”.

Aprecio las historias biblicas sobre personas como ti y yo, que quieren hacer las cosas a su manera, aunque
Dios les habia dicho como hacerlo. Tenemos cierta admiracion por personas como Frank Sinatra, que
popularizo esa canciéon: “Lo hice a mi manera”. Sentimos cierta envidia y admiracion por las personas que
tienen éxito sin seguir siempre las reglas, ;verdad?

Pero deténgase y piense por un momento: eso funciona en ambos sentidos. Hay ciertas reglas en la sociedad que
no seguimos. No estaria aqui hoy si no rompiera algunas reglas de la sociedad. “;Qué, dices, soy un ciudadano
respetuoso de la ley!” Si, ya sé, siempre haces la sefial antes de cambiar de carril. Siempre te cubres la boca
antes de estornudar. Siempre dices “por favor” y “gracias”.

No estoy hablando de cortesias comunes. Estoy hablando del significado profundo de la vida: tu fe, que te hace
levantarte un domingo por la mafiana cuando podrias estar durmiendo como el resto de la sociedad. O tu vida de
oracion, que te mantiene en equilibrio cuando el resto del mundo parece irse al infierno en un cesto de basura. O
tu testimonio a los que te rodean, por lo que haces y dices. Hablando de nuestro testimonio:

En nuestro estudio biblico del viernes, leemos: “Dios nos llama a recibir a Jesucristo como nuestro Sefior y
Salvador y a compartir las buenas noticias de Jesucristo con el mundo. Es un trabajo enorme, pero no es algo
que hagamos solos. Lo hacemos juntos como el cuerpo de Cristo en la fuerza y el poder del Espiritu Santo”.
(Alguna vez cometes errores? Yo si. Cuando lo hagamos, hagamos un pacto, aqui y ahora: reconocer nuestros
errores, pedir perdon a Dios y ver como Dios usara nuestros errores. Tenemos 4 domingos de Adviento para



prestar atencion. Prestar atencion, no solo a la hermosa historia de Navidad que se desarrolla a diario, sino a
como Dios interviene en nuestras vidas, como Dios usa nuestros errores.

Hace poco lei un libro sobre una mujer que pudo volver atras y vivir la vida que habia dejado de lado debido a
una eleccion que hizo. Siempre se habia preguntado qué habria sucedido si se hubiera quedado con esa vida
original. A medida que avanzaba la historia, ella descubri6 que la vida original tenia algunos aspectos negativos
y se alegré de haber abandonado esa vida por la que realmente vivio.

. Te ha pasado esto alguna vez? Agradece que tienes tu fe en Dios, para que sin importar el camino que elijas,
Dios esté contigo, guidndote, afiadiendo bendiciones a tu vida todos los dias. No dejes que tus errores dominen
tu vida, entrégaselos a Dios y veras como Dios los usard. Gracias a Dios. Amén.



